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Aanjar, 58 kilomerers from Beirur, is complerely
difterent from any other archacological experience
you'll have in Lebanon. Ar other historical sites in che
country, different epochs and civilizarions are superim-
posed one on wp of the other, Aanjar is exclusively one
period, the Umayyad.

Lebanon’s other sites were founded millennia ago,
but Aanjar is a relative new-comer, going back to the
early 8th century A.D. Unlike Tyre and Byblos, which
claim continuous habitation since the day they were
founded, Aanjar flourished for only a few decades.

Oher than a small Umayyad mosque in Baalbeck,
we have a few other remnants from this importam
period of Arab history.

Aanjar also suands unique as the only hiswornic

1

Cemeral view of the site

example of an inland commercial center. The city ben-
chited from its stracegic position on intersecting trade
routes leading to Damascus. Homs, Baalbeck and w0
the south. This almost perfect quadrilateral lies in the
midst of some of the richest agriculural land in
Lebanon. It is only a short distance from gushing
springs and one of the important sources of the Litani
River. Today's name, Aanjar, comes from the Arabic
Ain Gerrha, “the source of Gerrha”, the name of an
ancient ¢ity founded in this area during Hellenistic
rimes.

Aanjar has a special beauty. The city’s slender
columns and fragile arches stand in contrast 1o the
massive bulk of the nearby Anti-Lebanon mountains
an eerie backeround for Aanjar's extensive ruins and
the memories of its short but energetic moment in his-

1ary.
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The Unmappats

The Umayyads, the first hereditary dynasty of
Istam, ruled frem Damascus in the firse century afeer
the Prophet Mohammed, from 660 to 750 A.D. They
are credited with the grean Arab conquests thar created
an Islamic empire strerching from the Indus Valley 1o
southern France. Skilled in administration and plan-
ning, their empire prospered for 100 years. Defeat
befell them when the Abbassids - their rivals and their
successors - ook advantage of the Umayyad's increas-
ing decadence.

Some chronicles and liverary documents inform us
that it was Walid 1, son of Caliph Abd al-Malik ibn
Marwan, who built the city—probably between 705
and 715 A.D.

Walid's son lbrahim lost Aanjar when he was
defeated by his cousin Marwan 11 in a barde two kilo-
meters from the city.
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Juse after Lebanon gained independence in 1943,
the country’s General Directorate of Antiquities began
to investigate a strip of land in the Begaa valley sand-
wiched berween Lebanon and And-Lebanon moun-
tains some 58 kilometers east of Beirut. This was
Aanjar, then a streech of bland bareness wich parched
shrubbery and stagnant swamps thar covered vast area
of these archaeological remains.

The site ar first seemed painfully modest, especial-
Iy when compared with the rest of Lebanon’s archaeo-
logical wonders. Whar arracred the antiquiries experrs
to Aanjar was not 5o much the ruins themselves as the
information they held. Beneath the impersonal gray-
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The Hawmmar (thermaal bashs)

ness of Aanjar, the experts suggested, lay the vestiges of
the eighth cenmury Umayvad dynasty thar ruled from
Damascus and held sway over an empire.

That idea was particularly interesting because
Lebanon —thar unique crossroads of the ages—boasted

ample archacological evidence of almost all stages of

Arab history with the exception of the Umayyad.

Early in the excavaton engineers drained the
swamp. Stands of evergreen cypresses and eucalyprus
rees were planted and flourish today, giving these
stately ruins a park-life serting,

To date, almost the entire site has been excavated
and some monuments have been restored. Among the
chief structures are the Palace | and the Mosque in the
south-east quarter, the residential area in the sourh-
west, the Palace [l in the northwest and the Palace 111
and public barh in the northeasr.
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The City Wall: To sense the vastness of the city,
drive around the outside of the fortified enclosures (9)
before envering the 114,000 square-meter site. The
north-south walls run 370 meters and the east-west
sides extend 310 merers. The walls are two merers
thick and buile from a core of mud and rubble with an
exterior facing of sizable blocks and an interior facing
of smaller layers of blocks.

Against the interior of the enclosures are three
stairways built on each side. They gave access o the
rop of the walls where guards circulared and prorecred
the tawn. Each wall has an imposing gate, and towers
(40 in all) are sived on each strerch of wall.

The Umayyad's hundred-year history is steeped in
war and conquest. Apparently their rulers Ffele chac
these wall and rowers defenses were necessary feature of
their acrchitecture.

Nearly 60 inscriptions and grathid From Umayyad
iimes are scattered on the ciny’s surrounding walls.
One of them, dared 123 of the Hegira (741 A.D.), is
located in the western wall between the fourth and
fifth tower rom the southwest.

I'echnic of Construction: The masonry work, of
Byzantine origin, consists of courses of cur stone alver-
naring, credited to the Byzanrines, reduced the effects
of earthquakes. The ridy division of the site into four
quarters is based on earlier Roman ciry planning. Ar
the city's crossroads you'll have your first hing thar the
Umayyads were grear recyclers. Terrapylons mark the
four comers of the intersection. This configuration,
cilled a rerrastyle (8) is remarkably reminiscent of
Roman architecture.

The 2 Major Streets: Today visitors enter through
the northern gate of the site bur as the main points of
interest are at the southern half of the city, it's better to
walk up the main street (6) to the far end of the site.
You are walking along the 20-meter-wide Cardo

Maximus (a Larin rerm meaning a major streer mn-
ning north and south) which is flanked by shops, some
of which have besn reconstruceed. Ac the half-way
point of this commercial street a second major street
(7} called Decumanus Maximus (running east to west)
cuts across it at right angles. It is also lanked by shops.

The Shops & The Portico: In all, GO0 shops have
been uncovered, giving Aanjar the right o call iself a
major Umayyad strip mall. A ciry with 600 shops must
have required an overwhelming concern for security
with a fair number of people. Keeping this in mind,
archagologists looked for remains of an extensive resi-
dential area and found it just beyond the retrasiyle 1o
the southwest {5). However, these residential quarters
received the least artention from archacologists and
need further excavation,

The Tetrapylon: One of the terrapylons has been
reconstructed with its full quota of four columns, Note
the Greek inscriptions ar the bases and the Corinthian
capinals with their characreristic carved acanthus leaves
—delightful o look ar bur definitely nort original 1o the
Umayyads.
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Along both sides of the streers you'll see evenly
spaced column bases and mostly fallen columns that
were once part of an arcade thar ran the length of the
street. Enough of these have been reconstructed ro
allow vour imagination finish the job. The columns of
the arcade are by no means homogeneous; they differ
in type and size and are crowned by varying capirals.
Most of them are Byzantine, more indication that the
Umayyads helped themselves to Byzantine and other
ruins scartered around the area,

The Sewage System: On your way 1o the arcaded
pakice ahead, notice the numerous slabs of stone thar
cover the top of what was the cigy's drainage and
sewage system. These manholes are convincing evi-
dence of the ciry’s well-planned infrastructure.

The Three Palaces: They have the same plan tow-
ering around a main yard on all 4 sides.

Carde Muximwns lined with shops
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Site plan of Aanjar

1. The Grear palace

2 The Mosgue

3. The Little Palace

A, Flammeam (thermal basls)
5. Rentdential Quarsers

6. Cardp Maximus (North-Souih) Sned with shaps

7. Decumanus Maximus (Ease-West) liwed with shops
8 Terrapylon

9. Forzified Enclomre
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The Great Palace: The grear or main palace irself
(1) was the first landmark to emerge in 1949 when
Aanjar was discovered. One wall and several arcades of
the southern half of the palace have been reconstruct-
ed. As you stand in the 40-square-meter open court-
yard, it is easy wo picture the palace towering around
the main yard on all four sides.

The Little Palace (3): It has the same L\hm of the
Grear Palace. It is decorared with much finer and maore
intricate engravings, rich in motifs borrowed from the
Greco-Roman radition.

Very limle reconstruction has been done o rchis
palace so irs floors and grounds are in their namral
state. With patience you will find stone carvings of
delighrful owls, eaples, seashells and rhe famous acan-
thus leaves,

The Maosque: Just to the north of the palace are the
sparse remains of a mosque (2) measuring 45x32
meters. The mosque had two public entrances and a
private one for the caliph.

I'he Hammam: More evidence of the Umayyads's
dependence on the architeciural wradivions of other
cultures appears some 20 meters north of this second
palace. These Umavvad baths conrain the classical sec-
tions of the Roman bath: the vestiary where patrons
changed clothing before their barh and rested afrer-
wards, was topped by a dome carried by 4 piliars and
three rooms for cold, warm and hotr  waer
(Frigidarium, repidarium er caldarium} . The size of
the vestiary indicares the bath was more than a source

of physical well-being bur also a center for social inter-

action. A second, smaller, bath of similar design is
marked on the map (4).
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Aanjar is open daily.
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one hotel, also lodging can be found in Chraura 15
kilometers away.

Don’t miss the handmade natural stone necklaces
created by the armenians,

Aanjar festivals: Inside the Ommayade site are
held the Aanjar Festivals. For more information, visit
the website: www.mousaleranjar.com

IF YOU HAVE TIME ....

Ain Gerrha. Aanjar’s major spring is locared 3 kilo-
meters northeast of the ruins.

Majdal Aanjar. A roman period temple sits on a
hilltop overlooking this village, which is one kilomerer
from Aanjar.

The Mausoleum of EI-Wali Zawur is the burial
spot of a religious personage from medieval times.
Until the carly 19805 fertility rites were held here.

Kfar Zabad. Roman temple ruins and a cave with
stalactites and stalagmites. Special equipment needed
for the cave.
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Close 1o the ruins of Aanjar are a number of restau
rants which offer fresh wrour plus a full array of
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Lebanese and Armenian dishes. Some of the restau-
rants are liverally builr over the rrour ponds. Aanjar has




